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Synopsis

A bestselling classic mystery about a baby-sitter who is kidnapped along with the three kids she is
watching from three-time Edgar AwardA¢a -4 cewinning author Willo Davis Roberts. A¢a -A“A
solid adventure with more than a few spine-tingling momentsA¢a —A« (Booklist).From the moment
she set eyes on the three Foster kids, Darcy knew being their baby-sitter would be no picnic. But the
pay was twice her usual rate, and the job was only for a few hours a dayA¢a -4 ssurely an
experienced baby-sitter like her could handle it. But Darcy hadnA¢a -4,¢t counted on the
mysterious things that started happening at the FostersA¢a -4,¢ home after she took the job. She
did everything a good baby-sitter was supposed to do: she didnA¢a -a,¢t let the stranger claiming
to be from the gas company into the house and she called the police when the burglar alarm went
off in the middle of the afternoon. But that wasnA¢a -a,¢t enough to prevent a

baby-sitterA¢a -4,¢s worst nightmare from coming true. Now itA¢a -a,¢s up to Darcy to rescue the

Foster kidsA¢a -4 «and herselfA¢a —a «from three ruthless kidnappers.
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An ordinary sitting job turns into a nightmare for 13-year-old Darcy when kidnappers invade the
house and carry off the children; PW found this a mystery characterized by "electrifying suspense."
Ages 8-12. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

I’'m Darcy Stevens. A baby-sitter for the Foster children. Now, I've taken care of bratty kids before,
but never three all at once. These kids are really something. | was reading to the two girls and
Jeremy snuck into the den to call his Uncle Rick who lives in Hawaii! Later the baby covered herself
with her mother’s expensive makeup! But that’s not the half of it. After | interviewed for the job, my
brother drove me home and | saw a black car following us. Then on my first day, this stranger came
to the door and said he was from the gas company and had to get in for an emergency. | asked to
see his ID and instead of showing me, he just left. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

| read this when | was a kid and it’s still awesome. For some reason | remember it being longer....Iol.

great book though. love the hideout in the attic

| first read this book when | was in the 4th grade. | checked it out from our school library & probably
read it four times in the week | had it. This morning, as | was rocking my baby girl, | found myself
day-dreaming about this book. | couldn’t remember the name of it but | remembered enough about it
to be able to Google the key words & find it again! Twenty years later & | still remembered that the
babysitter's name was Darcy! | loved this book as a child & | can’t wait to order it so | can enjoy it all

over again!

| first read this book as a 12 year old and | loved it. So | remembered and 12 years later bought it. It
was as good as | remembered it to be. You really don’t have to be in middle school to appreciate

great writing.

| have wanted to find this book forever and it came fast and was in good shape just like they said |

was vet impressed!

| read this book years ago and loved it, and recently found it again -- and | still love it. What’s not to

like about a gripping tale of being kidnapped, and being smart about it? This is the kind of story that



is stored deep in my memory in case I'm ever in a similar situation. And speaking as a writer myself,

| can appreciate the pacing and the skill that went into it. Great book, 'nuff said!

This was a book that somehow ended up in my familyAfA¢A & -A &,¢s bookshelves when | was a
kid and | never got around to reading it, but the title stuck around with me, so | finally decided to
request it from the library.Overall, it was fine. tAfA¢A 4 -A 4,¢s a childrenAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s
thriller about a young teenage girl named Darcy who baby-sits to earn herself a little extra money.
She decides to take on the Foster job, even though she knows the kids are going to be bratty, but
sheAfA¢A a -A a,¢s getting a lot of money out of it, so why not? Right from the start, weird things
start happening in the book AfA¢A & —A 4 «she and her brother seem to be followed by a black
car on their way back from the Foster home to their home; and later, while walking with her friend,
Darcy sees the same black car. At the same time, her friend has run away from home to escape her
fatherAfA¢A & -A a,¢s abuse, so she tries to help her out. The main conflict of the story, though,
is that Darcy and the Foster kids get kidnapped to earn a ransom and they want to figure out a way
to escape from the kidnappers before they get hurt, or worse.Basically, thereAfA¢A a -A a,¢s a
lot going on in this book and IAfA¢A a -A &,¢m not sure it holds up. It was written in the

80AfA¢A a -A a,¢s, and a lot of stuff is thrown out that isnAfA¢A & -A a,¢t taken very seriously.
And yes, this is a thriller and not a Judy Blume book, but itAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s troubling to see abuse
get thrown out and not really addressed properly. It seems like the bookAfA¢A a -A a,¢s
message is: no, donAfA¢A a -A 4a,¢t talk to the proper authorities, running away is a good option
sometimes, which isnAfA¢A a -A a,¢t a great message for kids. Even later, when the kidnapping
is resolved, Darcy talks about it like she just had a daring adventure, calling her friend late at night
to fill her in on all the AfA¢A & -A A“drama.AfA¢A a -A A« No mention of trauma? No parental
check-ups? They hug her, give her an extra dessert, and let her talk on the phone.

ItAfA¢A & -A a,¢s all very strange.With that said, itAfA¢A a4 -A a,¢s a fairly enjoyable story if
you donAfA¢A a -A 4,¢t think about it too much, which pretty much fits into the thriller genre
overall, in my opinion. ItAfA¢A & -A a,¢s nice to see Darcy realize that the kids she watches are
more than burdens, so her character growth is interesting in that she starts actually caring for the
kids she baby-sits rather than inwardly complain about how spoiled they are. And

itAfA¢A a4 -A a,¢s nice to see the kids go through a change with how they treat her. This is an
entertaining story, but not one | think kids today would enjoy, and not something IAfA¢A & -A &,¢d
recommend as a AfA¢A a -A A“good readAfA¢A a -A A«to anyone, but itAfA¢A & -A &,¢s

not bad either.



Thirteen-and-a-half-year-old Darcy Stevens lives in Marysville with her dad, mom, older brother Tim,
and younger brothers Bobby and Jimmy. She has been babysitting since she was eleven. She has
been asked to babysit the three Foster children while their housekeeper Mrs. Murphy is having
some extensive dental work done. Mr. Foster is a bank official, and Mrs./Dr. Foster is a psychiatrist.
During the interview, Darcy, who has never babysat three children at once before, decides that
Jeremy, six, Melissa, four, and Shana, two and a half, are spoiled and bratty, but she is promised
twice her normal hourly rates and a bonus for a job well done, so she agrees. However, the three
unruly kids are the least of her worries. Mysterious things start happening. When returning home
from the interview and later that afternoon when out with her friend Irene, Darce notices that she is
being followed by a black car. After starting her work, she does everything a good baby sitter should
do. She doesn't let the stranger claiming to be from the gas company into the home. She calls the
police when the burglar alarm goes off in the middle of the afternoon. However, some time after the
police leave without finding anyone, three intruders break in the house, kidnap Darcy and the Foster
children for ransom, and take them to an old house out in the country where they are guarded by
ferocious Dobermans. Darcy recognizes the men as the father and two brothers of her classmate
Diana Hazen. What do they plan to do with the kids? Is it possible for Darcy to escape and get help?
Author Willo Davis Roberts, who is a two-time Edgar Allan Poe Award winner, has created a
gripping mystery story with a great deal of spine-tingling suspense, which will make it hard for most
children to put down. The subject of child abuse is brought up and dealt with sensitively as Darcy
and Irene learn that their friend Diana is being mistreated by her father and try to help her. There is
very little objectionable. While told from a girl’s viewpoint, the plot is exciting enough to interest boys
as well, although some parents might consider the little discussion of Irene’s still being flat-chested
as opposed to Darcy’s developing a little faster to be somewhat inappropriate for pre-teen boys. As
to bad language, the euphemistic word "gosh" appears once and that’s it. Young lovers of mystery
adventures and anyone who has ever done babysitting should like this story about a babysitter’s

worst nightmare.
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